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Take Action to Help Solve Hunger

September is Hunger Action Month, when we ask everyone 
in America to take action to fight hunger in their community, all 
month long. Hunger Action Month is your opportunity to join a 
movement that has a real and lasting impact on our effort to feed 
more Americans than ever before. Whether it’s by advocating and 
raising awareness, making donations, or volunteering, individuals can 
find the way that’s right for them to make a difference during Hunger 
Action Month. 

Hunger Action Day™, Thursday, September 3rd, is a day when 
nationwide efforts are focused on hunger.  At the FoodBank, we 
held a day-long event of volunteering and food drives from 9:00AM 
to 9:00 PM.  We are on a mission to “Stuff Our Silo” with food and 
donations to raise awareness about hunger at the shore.  To help keep 
the momentum going call 732-643-5857 to find out how you can get 
involved, or to make a donation go to www.foodbankmoc.org. 
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St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen and Pantry in Keansburg is one of the 300 feeding 
programs supported by the FoodBank. It is open 7 days a week and offers 
meals as well as a pantry, social services, support groups, clothing and a 
community garden. Tammy Young, Director, and a wonderful team of 200 
volunteers all help serve the community.

"No one can be productive without food and it’s my wish that we can 
empower people to help themselves and to help others, especially 
the youth in our community. Once teens get to know our clients, they 
understand the need and the seed gets planted that poverty has a face 
and a heart and they can make a difference,” says Young.

One of the volunteers, Peggy, is a regular at St. Mark's. Peggy is just 
raising her home after being displaced by Sandy for the past 3 years. "I 
finally have my house back and after receiving so much help from the 
community, I knew I needed to give back what was given to me. That's 
why I'm here. This place is truly a blessing. I'm not the only one with a 
story to tell about being here. There are many."  

AGENCY SPOTLIGHT 
St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen and Pantry

September is Hunger Action Month

You can make a difference 
in the fight against 

hunger! 
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This year, we are serving more people than ever before, and while we are 
feeding more of our neighbors, at the same time we are continuing to 
find new ways to shorten the food lines with resources that we, and many 
of our partners, provide. Whether we are offering culinary skills and job 
training, or free tax assistance and healthcare outreach, we are making a 
big difference in the lives of our neighbors by giving them a hand up. 

One of my favorite stories about how we are shortening the lines features Rondell, who was referred 
by Unemployment Services since he expressed an interest in cooking. Rondell was not only the first 
student chosen for our 43rd Culinary Training Class, but also the first hired for a cook position at a 
great shore restaurant in Belmar. He was so impressive, he was hired before his graduation date. We 
know that our programs are working. Visit our website to hear Rondell tell his story.

I want to take this opportunity to express our appreciation to all who support our programs and 
services that help more than 131,000 people in Monmouth and Ocean Counties that rely on us for 
food security. Together we have created an environment of collaboration, cooperation and caring 
that continues to raise awareness about hunger and food insecurity in our suburban communities, 
and beyond. 

Here are some highlights of the year. This year, we distributed more than 11 million meals, including 
2 million pounds of fresh produce through our 300 feeding programs to more than 131,000 people.  
Our volunteers logged 21,500 hours of service. We also added two new Mobile Pantry sites in Ocean 
County, Whiting and Holiday City, serving about 400 additional people per month.  

We officially launched  new partnerships and are working towards a new facility at The BEAT Center 
in Toms River, scheduled to open early next year. We continue to expand our food distribution while 
also providing services for families that help to shorten the lines. Being at The BEAT Center will 
leverage our strengths and change lives in Ocean County. To learn more, visit www.thebeatcenter.org.

On behalf of all our colleagues at the FoodBank, 
we offer our sincere thanks to you for continuing to 
provide hope and help to our neighbors in need.  

Sincerely,

Carlos M. Rodriguez

Message from the Executive Director  
Serving more people than ever before.

Special thanks to the 
FoodBank Board of 

Trustees 2015.  

The FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties will hold 
its 24th Annual Culinary Classic tasting event on Monday, 
September 21st, from 5 to 9 p.m. at Doolan’s Shore Club 
in Spring Lake. Tickets are $75 per person and may be 
purchased by calling 732-643-5860 or by emailing Ryan at 
rhubler@foodbankmoc.org. VIP tickets, with table service 
and admission to the VIP reception, begin at $125. 

Guests will enjoy selections from approximately 40 
restaurants, along with fine wines, craft beers and specialty 
cocktails. All proceeds will benefit the FoodBank, and help 
to alleviate hunger and build food secure communities in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties. 

24th Annual Culinary Classic September 21st 

3300 Route 66
Neptune, NJ 07753
(732) 918-2600
www.foodbankmoc.org
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Carlos M. Rodriguez

Follow us on

The FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean 
Counties earned a 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator. This distinction means the 
FoodBank, a 501 (c)3 charitable organization, 
outperformed most charities in America 
in areas of efficiency, fiscal integrity, and 
effectiveness.  
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The FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean 
Counties, gave special recognition to the 
Food Store Donors, who contributed a 
combined 2,544,588 pounds of food this 
year. The value of that food is $4,376,691. 
These “Food Star” donors, include Saker 
Shop Rites, Stop & Shop, Walmart, Target, 
Sam’s Club, Wegmans, Foodtown, ACME, 
BJ’s Wholesale, A&P, Pathmark, Super Fresh, 
Whole Foods Market, Restaurant Depot, and 
Costco.

This summer, the American Red Cross Penn-
Jersey Blood Services Region partnered with The 
FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties to 
create a unique opportunity for local residents to 
give back to the community in two ways: helping 
to save lives and feeding families.

“For every pint of blood that is donated, the Red Cross donated a pound of food 
to help feed local families,” said Linda Keenan, FoodBank Development Director. 
“Summer is a time for families to vacation and enjoy the shore, but at the same 
time, we see a steep decline in food donations during the summer months. For 
families who are struggling, hunger doesn’t take a vacation. Food and blood are 
both necessary for sustaining life and we’re so glad to have the opportunity to 
partner with Red Cross and provide both.”

We received a "sweet" donation from Lucy of $2,795! 
She asked guests of her Sweet 16 Birthday Party to 
donate to the FoodBank instead of bringing presents. 
Lucy has been active with the FoodBank since she 
was in grade school, when Brielle Elementary won 
the Students Change Hunger Challenge. Now Lucy is 
volunteering to help distribute food from our Mobile 
Pantry Truck. We love our young donors who are 
dedicated to ending hunger in their communities. 
Happy Sweet 16! To create your own fund or food 
drive, go to www.foodbankmoc.org or email 
jdaniels@foodbankmoc.org.   

Students from The Green Grove 
Elementary School in Neptune, 
joined Carlos Rodriguez, Executive 
Director, The FoodBank of 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, 
representatives of Stop & Shop and 
the American Dairy Association to 
help launch the Great American 
Milk Drive, which enables food 
banks and food pantries to provide milk for families in need.

"Milk is one of the most nutrient-rich products that The FoodBank of 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties can offer, and it is in high demand,” 
said Executive Director, Carlos Rodriguez. “Unfortunately refrigerated 
milk is a product that we rarely have in stock to provide to our 
agencies and clients because it is perishable.”

Through the Great American Milk Drive, Stop & Shop customers were 
able to make a $4 donation towards a gallon of milk by tearing off a 
coupon in the milk or cereal aisles and have it scanned at checkout. 

The FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties and the agencies it 
supports provides families in need with vouchers, which the families 
can redeem for milk when they visit the supermarket.

It Takes a Community
Thank you to all who are involved!

Students Change Hunger is an annual 
statewide, school-based program which 
allows schools of all sizes and grade 
levels to compete to collect food and 
funds. The schools that collect the most 

food or display stellar student leadership 
are presented with awards by their local 

food bank. The top schools then compete for the 
Governor’s Cup; a prestigious award endorsed by Governor 
Chris Christie, which is awarded for school spirit, advocacy, and 
active participation throughout the competition.

Last year in Monmouth and Ocean Counties, 80 schools 
participated statewide, bringing in over 61,000 pounds of food 
and over $22,000 in monetary contributions. This year will be 
the 9th year of the campaign, and we’re hoping to exceed all 
expectations!

Students Change Hunger 2015 will run from Monday, 
September 21st through Monday, November 23rd. 
For more information on how to participate, please visit 
www.studentschangehunger.org or contact Ryan Hubler at 
rhubler@foodbankmoc.org or by phone at 732.643.5860.

A “Sweet” Donation Comes Our Way! These Food Store Donors are 
the FoodBank’s “Food Stars” 

A “Pound for a Pint” Blood Drive

   Students Change Hunger
 Youths Leading the Charge 

Against Hunger

The Great American Milk Drive Provides 
Milk to Children and Families in Need
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Giving Back

The FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties welcomes corporate groups who 
are committed to citizenship and volunteerism. This year volunteers logged more than 
21,500 hours of service, including corporate teams like Medtronic, who spent a full day 
volunteering in the sort room and garden. 

Mission in Motion is the theme for all Medtronic’s philanthropy work. Project 6 is 
Medtronic Mission in Motion’s month-long global effort of employee volunteerism. 
Demonstrating the sixth tenet of their Mission—to maintain good citizenship as a 
company—employees join together to make a difference in their local communities. The 
food sorting and gardening activities that were planned at The FoodBank of Monmouth 
and Ocean Counties in Neptune, NJ are just a few of many activities that employees had 
the opportunity to participate in during the month of June. 
 
Medtronic also partners with their neighbors on Industrial Way in Eatontown and other 
interested organizations through the “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” (NHN) food and 
fund drive. Last year they raised over $20,000 and collected over 6,300 lbs. of food, 
providing more than 66,000 meals for those in need in Monmouth and Ocean Counties. 

Corporate groups are encouraged and welcomed to plan team-building volunteer events 
here at the FoodBank. Conference rooms and food provided by our Chefs and culinary 
training students are also options. Contact Judy Daniels, at jdaniels@foodbankmoc.org, 
for more information.

By Mary Anne and Greg Nagy

When Greg retired several years ago, he decided to get involved by volunteering one 
morning a week at the FoodBank. Each Wednesday morning he joins a group of people 
stocking shelves and sorting food donations. Each and every week he sees the great 
work being done and so when we were updating our estate plan, we asked our attorney 
how we might be able to do something for the FoodBank as part of our estate. It was 
as simple as that. We came up with a number we were comfortable committing to and 
it’s now in our Will. Planned giving is such an easy way to give and it ensures the well-
being of an organization for the long term. The process was easy - we just spoke with 
our attorney, decided on an amount, included it in the will and provided notice to the 
Development staff at the FoodBank.

Greg and I feel it is important to give something back to the community in which we 
live. We support several organizations so as we were preparing to update our estate, we 
decided to give a specific amount of money as planned gifts. The FoodBank does such 
great work in our community and means so much to so many people, that it just made 
so much sense to include them.

I think planned gifts are one of the easiest ways to make an impact and ensure the long 
term viability of an organization. It may be difficult to make a sizable gift today but 
with planned giving you can make a sizable gift that will have a significant impact. The 
FoodBank is there day in and day out helping others. We have been blessed in so many 
ways. It was time for us to help out too.

The FoodBank does such 
great work in our community 
and means so much to so 
many people, that it just 
made so much sense to 
include them.

-Mary Anne and Greg Nagy

Planned Giving Testimonial  

Why We Decided on an Estate Plan 
as a Way to Give Back

CORPORATE VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Medtronic

It feels good to give something back to the community. 
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